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President of GTUBIAE congratulates
the new Director of Professionals and

Managers at UNI Global Union

Dr. Haider Rashid,
President of the General
Trade Union, sent a
congratulations message

to Mr. Alex Hoggback,
the of
Professionals and
Managers at UNI Global
Union, where he said: “ 1

new Director

wish to congratulate you
on your new appointment
as the new Director of UNI
Professionals & Managers
and I take this opportunity
to look forward in working
closely with you and
strengthen the cooperation
between our  Trade
Union and UNI Global
Union Professionals and
Managers.

Congratulations again

global
union

on your appointment and

Ul

wish you every success in
your new duties.
On the

Mr. Alex
responded

hand,
Hoggback,

the
message

other

to
congratulations
and expressed his sincere
thanks to the good wishes
included in the message,
stressing that i1t 1s an
exciting opportunity to
further develop the P&M
sector globally and in the
Middle East.
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The General Federation of Jordanian Trade Unions (GFJTU) participates in the

Economic and Social Council's consultative meeting to review the labor market.

President of GTUBIAE stresses that unemployment is the result of

political and economic policies adopted by previous governments.

Dr. Mustafa Al-Hamarna, President of £

the Economic and Social Council (ESC),
invited a number of specialists and experts
to attend the consultative meeting held

I /e T
on 17/7/2018 at the Kempinski Hotel in g

Amman to review the labor market.

In addition to Dr. Haidar Rashid,
President of GTUBIAE, the meeting was
attended by a number of representatives of
GFJTU, stakeholders and specialists in the
labor market issues, headed by Dr. Sawsan
Al-Majali, Chairperson of the Labor and
Social Development Committee of the
Senate, Adnan Abu Ragheb, President
of the Jordan Chamber of Commerce,
Haytham Al-Khasawneh, GM of ETVET
, Dr. Ghassan Abu Yaghi, Former GM of
ETVET, and representatives of anumber of
private institutions, projects, associations,
employers and those interested in the
labor market issues.

The thirty-paper report, which was
discussed by the participants in the
meeting, entitled “The reality of the
labor market” included conclusions,
policy options, recommendations and
expectations.

» Comments of Dr. Haider Rashid in the
meeting:

-Unemploymenthasmanyreasonswhich
include: strategic reasons accumulated

- N

= | o y
over time, such as the education policy,
the population policy, the country’s policy
in dealing with neighboring countries, the
border issue, and the most importantly the
economic policy.

- Solving the problem of unemployment
or at least reducing it requires two
things, first is changing the policy of
the economic and political approach;
and secondly is that the governmental
real determination and will to solve the
problem of unemployment, in addition to
other problems.

- It 1s known that Jordan 1s affected, in
terms of the labor market; by a number
of external factors such as indebtedness,
dependency and trade relations.

- The most important point is to deal
with this issue from the political economy
point of view.




Deputy Prime Minister, Dr. Rajai Muasher Meets

with The Hea

Unions.

Dr. Rajai al-Muasher, Deputy Prime
Minister met with the heads of the trade
unions in the prime minister’s office, in
presence of Finance Minister and labour
Ministry Secretary General Hani Khleifat,
on Monday 6/8/2018.

Deputy Prime Minister stressed that the
government has opened a dialogue with
various civil society organizations to discuss
the draft of income tax law to reach a fair
law that addresses tax evasion and improves
tax management.

Dr. Muasher said that there are four main
axes in the law: tax evasion, tax avoidance,
tax administration and tax burden assessment.

The trade unions heads made their
comments on these axes, pointing out that the
current law is characterized by unfairness,
especially the sales tax that equalizes
between the rich and the poor.

President of the General Federation of
Jordanian Trade Unions (GFJTU), Mazen Al-
Maaytah, hailed the government’s measure
to conduct a dialogue to amend the income
tax law, reformulate it in a fair manner and
address tax evasion.

He also remarked that the it must take into
consideration low income people, especially

workers.

President of GTUBIAE, Dr. Haider
Rashid, praised the government’s approach
to dialogue with civil society organizations
on the income tax law dratft.

He said he was optimistic about the
results of the current meetings, because the
Prime Minister and his deputy and a number
of cabinet members have serious and real
agendas to fight corruption and reform.

President of GTUBIAE
previous governments did not find a way

stressed that

easier than to resort to tax collection in
order to deal with the chronic deficit in
budget, which is the responsibility of the
governments themselves.

Dr. Rashid said that the four axes raised
by the Deputy Prime Minister are important
and serious, and if the law deals with them
in an objective manner; that takes into
consideration the interest of the country and
the citizen, it can be the beginning of a reform
in this regard because the tax evasion has
reached to a destructive point in the country.
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UNI, held its 5th World Congress in Liverpool, UK.
UNI Global Union elects new leaders and our Trade

Union boosts its position in the Executive Office.

The Union  Network
International (UNI) held its
fifth congress in Liverpool,
England, during the period
17-20 June 2018.

The Conference which
was held under the theme

“Making It  Happen”,
and attended by (500)
participants representing

(460) union organizations -
including our trade union -
from (111) countries; noted
that the event coincided with
the occasion of the 150th
anniversary of the First
Conference of the British
Trade Unions, the right to
vote in the United Kingdom,
as well as the centennial of
the birth of African leader
Nelson Mandela.

The meeting of the
Women’s Committee in
(UNI) was followed by the
World Women’s Conference,
the  meeting of the
Administrative  Committee
and the meeting of the
Executive Office.

In addition to Former
President of Republic of
Brazil, Dilma Rousseff,
who was the guest of
honor, the conference was,
also; attended by a number
of international  guests,
including Jeremy Corbyn,
leader of the British Labor
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Party, Guy Ryder, ILO
Director General, and the
American Opposition Leader
William Barber.

All  attendants agreed
to condemn the cowardly
policies of US President
Trump and the biased role of
USA in various parts of the
world, especially with regard
to the Palestinian issue, and
adoption of what is known
as the “deal of the century”,
which means the liquidation
of the Palestinian issue; and
the pressure exerted by the
United States to the parties
concerned for approval.

By the end, the Conference
approved the decision of the
former Executive Office to
elect Christy Hoffman as the
new Secretary General of
the Federation for the next
2018-2022 session, instead
of Philip Jennings, who has
reached legal age and has
been active in more than

three sessions.

The congress also elected
the Argentine trade unionist
Ruben Cortina, who held
the position of President of
the International Federation
of Trade Unions of South
America; as the new head
of (UNI), a trade unionist
with a long history of trade
unionism and nationalism
in Argentina and who was
arrested more than once
during his trade union
struggle.

Ontheotherhand,speeches
of guests and participants
included a clear solidarity
with the Palestinian cause
and condemnation of Israeli
policies, especially  the
settlement and oppression.
The Palestinian delegation
representing the Palestinian
trade unions received a
clear solidarity from all
the participants in the
conference.



Corruption ... Tax

Smoke ???

At first glance, these issues seem to be
different and they appear to be new to
our society that did not exist in the past.
They are, of course, one of the biggest and
most serious challenges facing the current
government, which has been practically
formed after the angry public act.

The big question is: did not these issues
compose a great challenge or a serious
one to previous successive governments
in order to think about solving them? The
answer, of course; is negative and the
evidence of this was launched by a former
Prime Minister who stated that the last
five years have not seen a single case of
corruption!

Corruption, decisions, various
amendments to the legislation, and the
tragedy of smoke issue are interrelated
issues based on the corruption that will
result other destructive issues, if it is not
eradicated. This phenomenon (corruption)
1s not new in our country, but it is old and
inherent proofed by the corruption cases
that was discovered, identified on different
levels during the past years without any
serious action. In addition to what everyone
is talking about in the smoke issue - that
its roots returns for many years back - and
although itis connected, in some way; to tax
evasion, but the basis is corruption with its
economic and financial devastating results.

(XX J Or

Dr. Haider Rashid
Editor-in-Chief

To be more accurate, not the corruption
made by executors, but the one made by
those who are behind them, facilitated their
mission and protected them and it seems
that a network of very senior involved is
doing so.

Fighting corruption and eliminating it,
and thus eliminating other negative aspects
such as the issue of smoke and others, is not
an easy task, and it can not be accomplished
with a limited cabinet reshuffle imposed by
the spontaneous movement of the masses,
but the basis for accomplishing this task
is; firstly by providing the real will to fight
it, not only by the Cabinet; but also by the
different decision-making positions at all
levels - some of which may benefit from
the situation as it stands - in order to ensure
the ability to confront the centers of power
that stand behind corruption and benefit
from it. These centers, which are not weak
or easy; denied the existence of corruption
and pushed various governments to
overlook it.

Secondly, success in combating
corruption, its effects and consequences
requires areliable, experienced and history-
based executive management which has
no interest in keeping things as they are
- whether this management is the Council
of Ministers or other institutions related to
the future our home country.
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